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Ministry of Defence
D (Lands)

Subject:  Illegal transfer and unauthorized use of defence
land/propertles In cantonment areas.

From the inception of Cantonments, till about the end of
the 19™ Centuary, when the Cantonments Act, 1889 and the
Caontonments Code 1899 were codified, Defence lands were given
to people for constructing bungalows, residential houses and shop--
cum houses in the Cantonment on rights which later came to be
referred to as “Old Grants”. Similarly, defence lands were also
allotted on lease basis for residential purposes etc.

2. DGDE is aware, that the land and properties which were
given on old grant terms/leases were given for specific purposes
and the use of those premises for other than for which it was given
is violation of old grant terms/lease conditions. Similarly, transfer
of the old grant sites/leased sites without following the laid down
procedure is also violation of terms/conditions under which those
properties were given. Therefore, as and when violations of old

~grant terms and lease conditions are noticed, it is the duty of the

concerned officers to take action against the HORs/lessees of such
properties under the terms of old grant/conditions of lease.

3. In this connection, it may be stated that instances of
illegal transfer/unauthorized use of defence land/properties in
cantonment areas have been brought to the notice of the
Government. This Ministry is also being received complaints from

~various quarters alleging that old grant properties are being sold in

cantonment areas in violation of rules and no action is being taken
against the HORs/lessees for violation of the Rules. Instanaces of
unauthorized use of old grant properties for construction of shops,
schools etc. have also brought to the notice of the Govt.

4.  In view of the above, DGDE is requested that all concerned

may be directed to take action against the HORs/lessees who.
violate the old grant terms/conditions of lease,in accordance with

the terms of old grant/lease conditions. The cases of litigation may

also be persued vigorously till each cases reaches to its finality. It

may also be brought to the notice of all concerned, that laxity on

the part of the officials responsible to initiate action against the



-

HORs/lessees, who have violated the - terms of Old
grants/leases, will be viewed seriously and responsibility would be
fixed against the delinquent officials.

- gs o,

( ni Kumar)

Director (Works)
\Shri Ashok Harnal,
ADG(Lands)
Detence Estates

MOD ID NO. 13020/6/2004-D(Lands) dated 2.12.04



~ Ministry of Defence
- D (Lands)

Subject: Unauthorised use of defence land.

As Service Headquarters are aware, Defence land and
buildings have been leased in the past to certain clubs for
providing recreational facilities to the Defence personnel and
their families as a welfare measure. Later on, some of these
clubs expanded its activity and enrolled civilians also as
members of the club.

v\,‘\
\\ }‘N\N’S 2. US Club at Mumbai is also one such club. Sanction was
given for temporary leasing of certain Bungalows alongwith
W, epmp outhouses to this Club in 1933 and 1938 respectively.
Attention of Army Hqrs in this connection is invited to Audit
Para 24 of 2001 where the Audit have criticized that the Club
had encroached upon 53.50 acres of defence land for playing

/ golf. _

N\‘ 3. The matter was taken up with the Army Hqrs who
/R | intimated that the land in question is Army Training Area

\\ which is the only specialized training area and golf is played

only when no training is being conducted on the ground i.e.,
without hindrance/interference with planned training schedule.
Army Hgrs have also intimated that playing Golf in the Armed
Forces is considered as a part of the training and it is played as
a training facility to keep the officers fit.

4. The case has been examined in the Ministry. Since the
53.50 acres of land mentioned above has not been leased to the
US Club, the use of this land by the Club cannot be allowed.
Army Hqrs, are therefore, requested to issue strict instructions

var 2=




3.

to the concerned officers not to allow the US Club to use the
Army Training area in question for any activities including,
sports activities.

g o
S, ik |
(Anjani Kumar) .

Director (Works)

Maj. Gen. N. B. Singh, ADG/LWE

MOD ID NO. 13014/4/2001-D(Lands) dt 11.11.04
Copy to:-
1. Director ( Navy-III )

\_2. ADG(Lands), DGDE
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" Immediately after taking over an acquired
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thereof in the Military Lands Register,
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