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In his inspiring Independence Day address to the Nation, the Prime Minister 
spoke inter alia about cleaning the country (Swachh Bharat), separate toilets for the 
girl child and skill development. As you are aware, in relation to Cantonments. these 
constitute duties/functions of the Cantonment Board. 

2. This is what the Prime Minister said about sanitation , cleanliness and 
separate toilets for girls (English version enclosed): 
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2.1 It devolves on us that by 4019 we deliver Clean Cantonments in part fulfilment 
of Prime Minister's vision for the 1501

h birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. In 
order to realize the dream of Swachh Bharat, we will have to ensure, among other 
things, proper solid and liquid waste management. Therefore, by 2019, your 
Cantonment must have underground drainage system properly connected to a 
sewerage treatment plant. Similarly, there should be daily clearance of solid waste 
and its proper disposaL No untreated waste/pollutant should be allowed to enter a 
water body. In cleaning the Cantonments, we must als_o create awareness among 
the residents of Cantonments by urging them to develop clean habits and keep their 
surroundings neat and clean. 

2.2 In our bid to clean Cantonments, we shall have to put a complete stop to 
defe~ion in the open. Public latrines and urinals, separate for men and women 
should be constructed at appropriate locations for use by those who do not have 
these basic amenities in their houses. Public latrines/urinals should also be 
constructed in markets and other public places. 

2.3 Prime Minister has rightly pointed out that absence of toilets is a major reason 
for girls dropping out of school. He reiterated his concern in this regard while 
interacting with teachers and school children on 51

h September. 2014 on the 
occasion of Teachers Day. We are already committed to the goal of providing 
separate toilets for girls in all our schools. I hope this task has been completed in 
your cantonment. If, due to some reasons, this task has not been finished yet, you 
should give me the date by which the needful will be done. In any case, you must 
achieve the target before 31 51 March, 2015. I would need a report in this regard in 
your next two-monthly letter. I would also expect that before giving the report you 
would visit your school(s) and check personally that separate toilets for girls have 
been constructed and are fully functional 

3. The Prime Minister made a special mention about "skill development" which is 
an area many of our Cantonment Boards are already working on. This is what the 
Prime Minister had to say in this regard (English version enclosed): 
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3.1 I would like to know the steps taken by you with regard to skill development/ 
vocational training. It is important that our school students as well as other young 
residents of the Cantonment are given standardized training programmes which are 
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also recognized by one of the accredited Government agencies. This will not only 
make our manpower skilled, but also improve their employability. With your next 
two-monthly communication, you should enclose a note giving details of vocational 
training programmes introduced in your Cantonment. number of trainees who have 
already received training and the number who are undergoing training, the agency 
which is imparting/certifying the training and future plans to enhance the reach and 
impact of the programme. In case vocational training programmes have not been 
started so far in your Cantonment, you should undertake to put those in place within 
the current financial year. 

4. The Prime Minister was also very particular about the attitude of civil servants 
and said the following in this regard (English version enclosed): 
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4 .1 You will recall that we have discussed earlier in our communications about the 
need for honest, responsive and transparent administration. Such an administration 
will work towards the larger good and in public interest. Let us together endeavour 
to fulfil the Prime Minister's resolve of working in the service of the Nation. 

5. I would like you to prepare your plans and programmes towards realizing the 
vision of the Prime Minister, as enunciated in his Independence Day address, and 
share your ideas and proposed actions with me at the time of the next Command 
Conference. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Ravi Kant Chopra) 

AIICEOs 

Encl : As above. 



English Translation of the Prime Minister's Address on 15th Aug, 2014 

XXX XXX XXX 

Brothers and sisters, it will be the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
iri 2019. How do we celebrate 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi? 
Mahatma Gandhi, who gave us freedom, who brought so much honour to such a big 
country in the world , what do we give to Mahatma Gandhi? Brothers and sisters, 
Mahatma Gandhi had cleanliness and sanitation closest to his heart. Whether we 
resolve not to leave a speck of dirt in our village, city, street, area, school, temple, 
hospital, and what have you, by 2019 when we celebrate 150th anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi? This happens not just with the Government, but with public 
participation. That's why we have to do it together. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Brothers and sisters, we are living in 21st Century. Has it ever pained us that 
our mothers and sisters have to defecate in open? Whether dignity of women is not 
our collective responsibility? The poor womenfolk of the village wait for the night; 
until darkness descends, they can't go out to defecate. What bodily torture they 
must be feeling, how many diseases that act might engender. Can't we just make 
arrangements for toilets for the dignity of our mothers and sisters? Brothers and 
sisters, somebody might feel that a big festival like 15th August is an occasion to talk 
big. Brothers and sisters, talking big has its importance, making announcements too 
has importance, but. sometimes announcements raise hopes and when the hopes 
are not fulfilled, the society sinks into a state of despondency. That's why we are in 
favour of telling those things, which we can fulfill just within our sight. Brothers and 
sisters, you must be getting shocked to hear the Prime Minister speaking of 
cleanliness and the need to build toilets from the ramparts of the Red Fort. Brothers 
and sisters, I do not know how my speech is going to be criticized and how will 
people take it. But this is my heartfelt conviction. I come from a poor family, I have 
seen poverty. The poor need respect and it begins with cleanliness. I, therefore, 
have to launch a "Clean India" campaign from 2nd October this year and carry it 
forward in 4 years. I want to make a beginning today itself and that is- all schools in 
the country should have toilets with separate toilets for girls. Only then our 
daughters will not be compelled to leave schools midway. Our parliamentarians 
utilizing MPLAD fund are there. I appeal to them to spend it for constructing toilets in 
schools for a year. The government should utilize its budget on providing toilets. I 
call upon the corporate sector also to give priority to the provision of toilets in schools 
with your expenditure under Corporate Social Responsibility. This target should be 
finished within one year with the help of state governments and on the next 15th 
August, we should be in a firm position to announce that there is no school in Jndia 
without separate toilets for boys and girls. 

XXX XXX XXX 
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My brothers and sisters, it is a country of young people. The 65 percent 
population of the country happens to be under the age of 35 years. Our country has 
the largest number of youths in the world. Have we ever thought of deriving an 
advantage out of it? Today, the world needs a skilled ~orkforce. Today, India also 
needs a skilled workforce. At times, we look for a good driver but he is not available, 
we look for a plumber, but he is not available. If we need a good cook, he is not 
available. We have young people, they are unemployed but the kind of young 
people we seek for are not available. If we have to promote the development of our 
country then our mission has to be "skill development" and "skilled India". Millions 
and millions of Indian youth should go for acquisition of skills and there should be a 
network across the country for this and not the archaic systems. They should 
acquire the skills which could contribute towards making India a modern country. 
Whenever they go to any country in the world , their skills must be appreciated and 
we want to go for a two pronged development. I also want to create a pool of young 
people who are able to create jobs and the ones who are not capable of creating 
JObs and do not have the opportunities, they must be in a position to face their 
counterparts in any corner of the world while keeping their heads high by virtue of 
their hard work and their dexterity of hands and win the hearts of the people around 
the world through their skills. We want to go for the capacity building of such young 
people. My brothers and sisters, having taken a resolve to enhance the skill 
development at a highly rapid pace, I want to accomplish this. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Brothers and sisters, can someone please tell me as to whether he or she has 
ever introspected in the evening after a full day's work as to whether his or her acts 
have helped the poor of the country or not, whether his or her actions have resulted 
in safeguarding the interest of the country or not, whether the actions have been 
directed in country's welfare or not? Whether it should not be the motto of one and a 
quarter billion countrymen that every step in life should be in the country's interests? 
Unfortunately, we have an environment today wherein if you approach anyone with 
some work, he begins by saying "what does it mean for me?" He begins by saying 
"what does it involve for me?" and when he come to know that it does not entail any 
benefit for him, immediately he says "why should I bother?" We have to rise above 
the feelings of "what does it mean for me?" and "why should I bother?" Everything is 
not for self-interest only. There are certain things which are meant for the country 
and we have to refine this national character. We have to rise above the feelings of 
"why should I bother?" and "what does it mean for me?" and instead we have to think 
that "I am for nation's interest and in this field , I am going to lead". We have to 
inculcate this sentiment. 

XXX XXX XXX 


